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This small genus consisting of four species (at the time of
publication) has been popular since the first species, Clivia
nobilis, was discovered by William Burchell in the early 19th
century. The mystique and intrigue that has surrounded
Clivia and especially with the legendary yellow forms since
that time, has few parallels in botanical history and continues
unabated to this day. In recent years the genus Clivia has
experienced a meteoric rise in popularity with the appear-
ance of numerous hybrids and selections which has extend-
ed the range of beautiful plants available to the gardener
and collector.
Much has been published on Clivia in the past, but this
book is the first in it’s class that combines all aspects of this
group of plants under one cover. The introduction sets the
tone for the rest of the book. It is written in a congenial and
informal style and is richly peppered with interesting facts
and anecdotes. Chapters on the early history and discovery
of the Clivia and it’s close relationship to the genus
Cryptostephanus (Welwitsch), naming conventions and a
complete description of each species supported by a simple
dichotomous key, provide the reader with valuable insights
to the genus and a firm foundation for the rest of the book.
The many aspects of cultivation and conservation are well
covered in the early chapters of the book. The endangered
status of many natural Clivia populations due to habitat
destruction and over-collection to supply the horticultural
demand and the insatiable ‘muti’ markets is emphasised.
The chapters covering the biology and chemistry of clivias
are extensive and provide a thorough grounding to novice
and experienced collectors alike. The information provided
in these chapters is also vital to the hybridist in the quest for
better and brighter cultivars to introduce to the growing hor-
ticultural market.
The greater part of the book is dedicated to a description
of the various methods of hybridisation and line-selection
that has led to the plethora of new cultivars that have been
produced by Clivia enthusiasts in recent years. Many of the
more noteworthy results of the pollination brush are dis-
cussed in detail and illustrated by good colour photographs.
The final chapter of the book discusses the future of Clivia
hybridisation and what roles so-called ‘embryo-rescue’ tech-
niques and in vitro propagation methods may play in the
future development of new cultivars.
The author provides an index of plant names, but for rea-
sons of his own does not provide a general index. Although
this book comes highly recommended, in the reviewer’s
opinion the lack of an adequate general index is a serious
flaw.
Overall the colour photography is good, but many of the
colours are over-saturated and (by the author’s own admis-
sion) not an accurate representation of some of the flower
colours. Several excellent colour photographs of Clivia habi-
tats and Clivia species in habitat are included in the text.
Two of the three appendices list the sources of additional
information and suppliers of plants and seeds. Although use-
ful, this information is only accurate for a very limited period
of time as the information contained therein (especially inter-
net-based addresses) changes frequently.
The general layout of the book is pleasing if not a little
antiquated. With the modern techniques and equipment
available to the publisher a more imaginative layout of the
illustrations and text would have produced an exceptional
book doing justice to a truly stunning genus of plants.
By a cruel twist of fate, for the first time in nearly sixty
years, a new species of Clivia was described coincidental to
the release of this book. So, as the result of this, information
on Clivia mirabilis (Rourke) cannot be found in this book,
however the phylogenetic relationships of Clivia mirabilis are
discussed in greater detail, in a Short Communication, in this
issue of the journal (Conrad et al. 2003).
Regardless of the faults noted above, this is a publication
worthy of the title Clivias and is clearly a book that has been
written in a style that will have wide appeal to the general
gardener and also to the Clivia specialist. However the
sound and well-presented scientific content of the book will
also make this publication a valuable addition to the schol-
ar’s bookshelf.
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